Resecting the epileptogenic tuber: what happens in the long term?
Tuberous sclerosis complex (TSC) is an autosomal dominant, neurocutaneous disorder causing benign noninvasive lesions in multiple organ systems. Cognitive delays and neuropsychiatric disorders such as autism are common. Epilepsy is very common and is associated with single or multiple epileptogenic cortical tubers. More than half of these individuals will become medically refractory over time. For these patients, epilepsy surgery with resection of the epileptogenic tuber or tubers not only can render a select patient population seizure-free, but also improves IQ and cognitive behaviors over time.